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the Unity Democratic Club for over 40 years,
and served as the first female President of the
organization during her tenure, as well as
being the Financial Secretary and Treasurer.

Ms. Brown’s efforts have extended well be-
yond what has ever been asked of her and
she continues to this day to exemplify her pas-
sion for the community. In her spare time Ms.
Brown is a member of Area Policy Board and
has been a member of Planning Board No. 3
for 30 years. She has also taken an active
role at the Key Women Brooklyn Branch
where she has served as President, Vice
President, Financial Secretary, and Treasurer.

Ms. Brown has been a resident in Brooklyn
for over 90 years and has been a major influ-
ence in the lives of her fellow constituents. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to recognize Ms. Bernice
Brown for her extraordinary ability to build
partnerships between the church and the com-
munity while furthering the political process in
Brooklyn.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. TRUMAN
KAHN

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of optometrist and World War |l
Navy veteran, Dr. Truman Kahn. He was a
longtime Memphian whose courage and com-
passion were felt by those who knew him.
Throughout his life, he donated his time to the
Sam Schloss Lodge of B’nai B'rith, Beth Sho-
lom Congregation, the Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration, and the Democratic Party, as well as
being a Hadassah Associate.

Dr. Truman Kahn attended Emory University
where he was a member of the Alpha Epsilon
Pi Fraternity. After leaving Emory University,
Dr. Kahn came to Memphis to attend the
Southern College of Optometry, where he
graduated with honors. During World War I,
Dr. Kahn enlisted in the U.S. Navy to serve
his country in its time of need. After training at
Notre Dame, he served as an officer aboard
the USS Ticonderoga aircraft carrier. Dr.
Kahn’s name can be found on both the WWII
Memorial in Washington, D.C. as well as at
the WWII Museum in New Orleans.

When World War Il ended, Dr. Kahn re-
turned to Memphis after being honorably dis-
charged from the Navy. He married his wife,
Gloria Kahn, and opened his first optometry
clinic in 1947. Like most other buildings in the
southern states during this time period, med-
ical offices were segregated based upon racial
identity. Dr. Kahn chose to defy this practice,
becoming the first medical professional in
Memphis to have an integrated waiting room.
Dr. Kahn continued to practice optometry for
over 50 years.

Dr. Kahn passed away at 89 years of age.
He is survived by his wife, his daughter Susan
Dreyfus, his son Stanley Kahn, five grand-
children and two great grandchildren. His serv-
ice to country and community will be remem-
bered by all whose lives he touched. His was
a life well lived.
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IN HONOR OF THE TEXAS RANG-
ERS FACES OF FREEDOM VET-
ERAN HONOREES

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Texas Rangers Faces of Free-
dom Veteran Honorees for their dedicated
service to this great Nation.

The Texas Rangers Faces of Freedom pro-
gram is an initiative sponsored by the Texas
Rangers baseball club and Southwest Airlines
to honor the extraordinary service of current
and former members of our Nation’s Armed
Forces. Throughout the baseball season, fam-
ily, friends and members of the military nomi-
nated individuals who have shown tremendous
strength, courage, and patriotism in the line of
duty.

These honorees have served in wars rang-
ing from World War Il to the present day con-
flicts in Irag and Afghanistan. Many of these
men and women braved horrible situations
and suffered severe injuries to save their fel-
low soldiers. Among the group are several
Bronze Star recipients, Purple Heart recipi-
ents, Commendation Medal recipients, a mar-
ried couple who served significant tours in Iraq
and Afghanistan, and many more extraor-
dinary individuals who have selflessly served
our Nation with distinct pride and courage.

On November 10, 2011, my office had the
distinct pleasure of welcoming these brave
men and women to our Nation’s Capitol. Their
sense of patriotism and good humor are a tes-
tament to the greatest our country has to offer.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my esteemed colleagues
to join me in expressing our heartfelt gratitude
and praise for the Faces of Freedom Vet-
erans, and thank them for their extraordinary
service to our Nation.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. BILL POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | am a co-
sponsor of H.R. 674, to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the imposi-
tion of 3 percent withholding on certain pay-
ments made to vendors by government enti-
ties. | supported passage of the bill in the
House of Representatives on October 27 and
again, with Senate amendments, on Novem-
ber 16. | was also a cosponsor of similar legis-
lation (H.R. 275) in the 111th Congress. Al-
though | was on the House floor and voting on
November 16, my vote was not recorded for
H.R. 674. | would like for the record to read
that | should have been recorded as a “yes”
vote.
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RECOGNIZING WILLY BEARDEN
FOR  33RD ANNUAL  DISTIN-
GUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
IN THE CREATIVE AND PER-
FORMING ARTS

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate Mr. Willy Bearden for
receiving the 33rd annual Distinguished
Achievement Award in the Creative and Per-
forming Arts from the College of Communica-
tion and Fine Arts at the University of Mem-
phis. Mr. Bearden is a unique filmmaker, musi-
cian and storyteller, and he has used his tal-
ents to tell the distinct tales about the great
city of Memphis, Tennessee.

Willy Bearden is perhaps best known for his
Memphis Memoirs, a series of documentary
films detailing the rich local history. The series
includes Overton Park: A Century of Change,
Playing for a Piece of the Door: A History of
Garage Bands in Memphis and EImwood: Re-
flections of Memphis. Mr. Bearden also has a
feature film to his credit, One Came Home,
which was inspired by his Mississippi Delta
roots.

His recent Memphis Legacy Project, a col-
lection of thousands of photographs of various
neighborhoods around Memphis, will be a re-
source for local researchers and artists for
years to come. Mr. Bearden has also gener-
ously given back to his community by lending
his talents to the Blues Foundation, the Cotton
Museum and the Memphis Wonders Series for
corporate and educational films, commercials
and award show productions.

The Distinguished Achievement Award was
established in 1977 after the death of Elvis
Presley when Dr. John Bakke, a communica-
tions professor at the University of Memphis,
suggested that local talent should be honored
while they are still alive. Willy Bearden joins
Sam Phillips, founder of Sun Records, B.B.
King, Al Green, Rufus Thomas and a host of
other talented Memphis recipients.

| ask all of my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Willy Bearden. It is important to
recognize and appreciate talent while we are
fortunate enough to enjoy their continued out-
put. My hope is that Mr. Bearden continues
sharing his gifts and unique perspective with
us for years to come.

————

HONORING NEW HOPE BAPTIST
MISSIONARY CHURCH ON THEIR
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church of Santa Maria, California, and in cele-
bration of its 50th Anniversary. This is a mo-
mentous occasion. For the last 50 years New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church has been a
beacon of light, providing support for our com-
munity and empowering families on the Cen-
tral Coast.

Founded in November 1961 in the home of
Brother Lwellyn and Sister Setha Crow, with
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the help of Brother Carter, Deacons Steve and
Sally Wilson, Francis Green, Sister Bertie Mae
Hamilton, Meryl Berry, Melvin Robinson, Phyl-
lis Lovaretta, New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church was first led by the inspiring Pastor Dr.
P.B. Mdodona and his wife First Lady Willie
Pearl Mdodona. A few years later, under the
leadership of Pastor W.R. Erwin and his wife
First Lady Winifred Erwin, property was pur-
chased on West Mill Street to build a new per-
manent home. In 1989, Dr. Earl James be-
came Pastor, and along with his wife First
Lady Sydney James, worked hard to expand
the church and its ministries by adding an ad-
ditional forty-five hundred square feet to the
church. In 2007 Pastor James retired and
placed the church’s reins in the capable hands
of Pastor Henry L. Lewis, Jr. and his wife Sis-
ter Agatha Shorter-Lewis. Since then, they
have centered their work on empowering the
community by empowering the family.

For half a century, the ministries at New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church have sup-
ported Central Coast families, neighbors, and
even strangers. It has been a steady source of
solace and provided selfless service to the el-
derly, homeless, and our youth. In fact, many
of the church’s congregants can be found vol-
unteering at a homeless shelter, singing to the
sick, or bringing young adults in the commu-
nity together in a safe environment.

Mr. Speaker, each day New Hope Mis-
sionary Baptist Church lives up to its name,
bringing hope to all it touches. With the burn-
ing of its mortgage in 2001, we all are very
pleased to have the certainty this carries to
the congregation and to the Central Coast.

| urge my colleagues to join me in thanking
and celebrating New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church for its leadership and service to our
community. | am confident the church’s fine
work will continue to provide comfort and in-
spiration to all of us on the Central Coast.

———

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE
JUDGE PATRICK CARROLL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Honorable Judge Patrick Carroll
of the Lakewood Municipal Court, who is
being recognized at Recovery Resources’
Bronze Key Gala on November 17, 2011.

Judge Carroll attended Cleveland State Uni-
versity, and graduated in 1974 with a bach-
elor's of arts degree, majoring in economics.
In 1977, he earned his Juris Doctor degree
from CSU’s Cleveland-Marshall College of
Law and was admitted to the Ohio Bar Asso-
ciation the same year.

Following graduation, Judge Carroll served
as a law clerk to the 8th District Court of Ap-
peals from 1977 to 1979. He then worked as
an assistant county prosecutor for the Cuya-
hoga County Prosecutor’s office from 1979 to
1984, and from 1979 to 1990 worked in pri-
vate practice.

Judge Carroll has been the presiding judge
for the Lakewood Municipal Court since 1990,
and has been serving in that position for 21
years. During his tenure, Judge Carroll has
been a notable advocate of the Community
Work Service Program, Alcohol Awareness
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Program, Expedited Civil Cases Procedure,
Housing Court Task Force, nigh Court Ses-
sions and Mediation Task Force. He also sup-
ports Recovery Recourses, a nonprofit organi-
zation that helps people with mental illness,
substance abuse, and other addictions, and
for which he is being recognized for his sup-
port and work at their Bronze Gala.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the Honorable Judge Patrick Car-
roll of the Lakewood Municipal Court as he is
recognized at the Bronze Key Gala for his
support of Recovery Resources.

——
INTRODUCTION OF THE UNI-
VERSAL PREKINDERGARTEN

AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION ACT OF 2011

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing the Universal Prekindergarten and
Early Childhood Education Act of 2011, Uni-
versal Pre-K, to begin the process of providing
universal public prekindergarten. The bill is
meant to fill a gaping hole in the “No Child
Left Behind Act” which requires elementary
and secondary schools to meet more rigorous
standards yet ignores the prekindergarten
years, among the most critical years for chil-
dren’s brain development. My bill is particu-
larly necessary today because legislation
pending to reauthorize the No Child Left Be-
hind Act solely targets K—12. My bill makes a
breakthrough in elementary school education
by providing the initial funding for states to en-
courage local school districts to add prekinder-
garten for children four years of age and
younger, so that every child can excel. We
cannot afford to continue to allow the most fer-
tile years for childhood development to pass,
only to later wonder why we cannot teach
Johnny to read.

The bill responds both to the great needs,
which are still growing, of parents who seek
early childhood education, as well as new
science, which shows that a child’s brain de-
velopment begins much earlier than previously
believed. However, many parents are unable
to afford the stimulating educational environ-
ment necessary to ensure optimal brain devel-
opment. The bill would add prekindergarten for
children four years of age or younger, similar
to kindergarten programs for five-year-olds,
that are now routinely available in public
schools. The bill would eliminate some of the
major shortcomings of unevenly available
commercial day care and, importantly, would
ensure children access to qualified teachers
and the safe facilities of public schools.

This bill reflects what jurisdictions increas-
ingly are trying to accomplish, but lack the
leadership and the start-up funds to see
through. The District of Columbia, for example,
is attempting to achieve more extensive inte-
gration of early childhood education as part of
a larger effort to improve the D.C. public
schools. A recent report highlighted the eco-
nomic benefits of early childhood education,
emphasizing its role in expanding job opportu-
nities and in decreasing the amount of money
spent on programs to address teen preg-
nancy, crime, and the like.
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The bill encourages school districts across
the country to apply to the U.S. Department of
Education for grants to establish prekinder-
garten. Grants under Title IV of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act would be
available for educational activities for children
four years of age or younger to public school
systems that agree to phase in, where pos-
sible, a prekindergarten program that is taught
by teachers who possess equivalent or similar
guidelines to those in other grades in the
school system.

The success of Head Start and other pre-
kindergarten programs, combined with new
scientific evidence concerning the importance
of brain development in early childhood, vir-
tually mandates the expansion of early child-
hood education to all children. Traditionally,
early learning programs have been available
only to the affluent, who can afford them, and
to low-income families in programs such as
Head Start. My bill provides a practical way to
gradually move to universal public preschool
education. The goal of the bill is to afford the
great majority of the American working poor,
lower-middle-class, and middle-class families,
most of whom have been left out, with the
benefits of early childhood education.

Considering the staggering cost of daycare,
the inaccessibility of early childhood edu-
cation, and the opportunity that early edu-
cation offers to improve a child’s chances in
life, schooling for three- and four-year-olds is
overdue. The absence of viable options for
working families demands our immediate at-
tention.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF ST. ANGELA
MERICI SCHOOL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Saint Angela Merici School,
a recipient of a Federal Blue Ribbon Award.

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program is a pro-
gram designed to highlight schools which have
proven records of academic excellence. These
schools have demonstrated a dedication to
their student bodies which prepare their stu-
dents for higher education and life beyond the
classroom. Such institutions serve as exam-
ples to be emulated in schools across the na-
tion.

The Saint Angela Merici School is one of
305 schools in the nation to be awarded the
title of a Blue Ribbon school. The school is lo-
cated in Fairview Park, Ohio and enrolls 520
students from pre-Kindergarten to Eighth
grade. The school was founded in 1923, and
is a Roman Catholic school in the Saint An-
gela Merici Parish.

The Saint Angela Merici School has a
strong academic focus and high standardized
test scores that exceed the national average.
In 2010, the entire eight grade class was in
the top fifteen percentile in reading and math-
ematics, and a majority of the class placed in
the top tenth percentile. The rest of the school
scored above the eighty-sixth percentile.

The school provides a broad curriculum,
with religious studies, world languages,
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